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In September 1949, a Soviet Cormlssion, headsed by a colonel whose neme is

unknovm, errived in Albania, At a meeoting of the Cormunist Purty presidiw.,

jhia_nnlonal w 50X1-HUM
| assured the

Albanians of Soviet moral und political aid, but ruled out military aid be-

cuuse the USSR wus prevented from doing so by her commitments to the United

Nutions. AB a result of this speech, Abedin Shehu acoused the colonel of

bein; a Trotskyite snd & traitor. When the meeting reportedly clossd, the

matter was scheduled to be discussed further at the meeting of the Communist

Party Central Comittee on 21 February 1950,

The debatc on Abedin Shehut's accusations lasted three days, through 23 Fob~-
ruary, after uiich the matter was carried over to the next meeting on

¢ Murch, at which time Abedin Shehu, the Ministers of Finance and Communi-
cations, and the Chief of the Comaunist Party ibxecutive Commlittoe of Tirana
wore accused ol being traitors, and of having orsanlzed Nationalist pgroups
within the army end the civil service. During the course of the mesting,
Molmoet Shehu allepedly opened fire with a ruvolver on the Vice-Minister of
Finance, who died on the spot. ‘ persons accused 50X1-HUM
above were also wounded,

The persons suspected in the above plot have reportedly been arrssted. 50X1-HUM

/7 \General Gjin Marka Tome¥ who was repo A 50X1-HUM
in coutuct with "resctionaries™, was also arrested.
ﬂa 50X1-HUM

4o

6,

rrests are increasing duily among both officers and civilians; as an 50X1-HUM
example, four houses on Dibra Street, Tirana, have been B
evacuated and all the inhabitants imprisoned. S0X1-HUM

In view of this crisis, the Comunist Party Central Comiittee is reportedly
planning; to hold new eslections.

In Shkoder, 50 officers have reportedly bsen arrested by the DMP. The popu~
lation of Shkoder, including both army and civiliun officials, is said to

be ripe for revolt. Their revolutionary spirit has been greatly increased
by reported resistance elsewhere in Albania.
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6. In addition‘
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been refused.
+this year than last,

Commentz This might possibly be the same person as Major
enera n Marku, who, as lato as 8 July 1949, is known to have held
the post of Director of Artillery in the Albanian Ministry of National

Defensse; and, on 6 January 1950, was reportod to have been
of' Tank Branch, Army Staff of the Albanien Ministry of Var

The bread rations for laborers has been reduced from 8 to 6 kilograms,
and a request for increased rations for civil servants hes reporiedly
‘ taxes will be 120 per cenb higher

Attempts are being mede to verifly this point.
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propagammglggk‘\{la\ﬁ\ig the seal of 50X1-HUM

the Yugoslav Comuunist Party have been dropped in northern Albania.
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apnointed
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